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2008 Statistical Summary

1,626 Total art submissions (106% increase from 2007).

801 Total Student art submissions (K-12) (67% increase from
2007).

30 Number of art submissions from outside of the United States.
See Appendix “A” for list of countries.

20% Percentage of international art submissions selected for
display in the 2008 exhibit.

29 Number of states represented by art submitted.

41 Number of individual local schools (Sarasota — Manatee —
Charlotte Counties) submitting artwork. (14% increase
over 2007).

14 Number of non-local schools submitting art. Two such
submissions were received in 2007.

1 Number of Chinese elementary schools submitting art (13
submissions)

14 Number of Sister City art submissions (China & Scotland).

2 Number of Sister City art submissions selected for display.

434 Total quotation submissions (56% increase from 2007).

265 Student quotation submissions (K-12). 201 submissions were

received from Sarasota County, 64 from Manatee
County. (53% increase from 2007)

45 Number of art submissions selected for display including six
honorable mentions.

38% Percentage of student (K-12) art submissions selected for
display in the 2008 exhibit.

39% Percentages of student (K-12) quotations selected for display in
the 2008 exhibit.

2 Number of locations for the exhibit — Sarasota & North Port.

37 Number of days the exhibit was on display in Sarasota.

27 Number of days the exhibit was on display in North Port.
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Estimated attendance at Island Park. North Port exhibit was not
manned and attendance not tracked. This number
represents a 25.2 % increase over 2007; however, the
exhibit was on display 7 days longer in 2008.

Percentage of attendees which were “tourist” as defined by the
Tourist Development Council.

Number of attendees to the exhibit since first displayed in 2004.

Number of students visiting the 2008 exhibit and participating in
the Embracing Our Differences Education Program.

Percentage increase in student participation in Embracing Our
Differences Education Program from 2007 to 2008.

Percentage of students bussed to the 2008 exhibit at a the
expense of Embracing Our Differences (estimated).

Number of students visiting the exhibit since 2004 and
participating in the Embracing Our Differences Education
Program.

Number of students participating in the Embracing Our
Differences / Sarasota Film Festival partnership.

Number of students participating in the Embracing Our
Differences / Van Wezel Schooltime Performances
partnership.

Number of individual schools participating in the Embracing
Our Differences Education Program (95% increase from
2007). An additional 55 individual schools submitted art
and quotations for 2008.

Number of Sarasota & Manatee County teachers who
participated in the Embracing Our Differences two-hour
in-service training for teachers (500% increase from
2007).

Number of catalogs provided free of charge to Sarasota,
Manatee and Charlotte County teachers.

Number of copies of Newspaper in Education/Embracing Our
Differences educational supplements distributed to
students by the Sarasota Herald Tribune in Sarasota,
Manatee and Charlotte Counties.

Surveys completed by visitors to the 2008 exhibit.

Percentage of visitors who had a positive experience at the
exhibit.
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96.8% Percentage of visitors who felt the exhibit favorably
influenced their view on the importance of diversity in
our community.

85.9% Percentage of visitors who felt the quality of art in the
exhibit was excellent.

12.2% Percentage of visitors who felt the quality of the art in the
exhibit was very good.

$3,000 Amount of award money presented in 2008. Best in
Show/Student (Pineview School — Sarasota); Best in
Show/Adult; and People’s Choice Award (Haile Middle
School — Manatee).

3,983 Number of visitors to the Embracing Our Differences website
during April / May 2008.

Priceless The value Embracing Our Eifferences brings to our community!

Between 2006 and 2007, the number of adult attendees, number of
submittals, and number of students visiting the exhibit grew. The number of
attendees grew 11 percent, the website activity grew by 18 percent, and the
number of art submissions tripled. The number of student visitors doubled
between 2006 and 2007.

Between 2007 and 2008, the number of attendees, number of submittals and
students participating in the educational program continued to grow. The
number of attendees grew 25.2 percent, the website activity grew by 23
percent, and the number of art submissions tripled. The number of student
visitors increased by 33.5% between 2007 and 2008.

Now that the project has documented awareness and outcomes, in 2008 and
2009, the evaluation will begin to look at longer-term impact by conducting
both pre and post surveys, interviewing teachers, conducting follow-up focus
groups, and interviewing those students who had art or quotes included in the
exhibit.
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2008 Educational Program

10,705 students visited the exhibit as a field trip, based upon the number
provided by teachers when they made bus reservations with program
planners. This number, however, does not reflect teachers who arranged for
their own transportation without advising or coordinating with project staff. It is
believed the actual numbers are higher than those reported herein.

Charlotte County 763

Sarasota County 7,295
Manatee County 2,647
Film Festival students 4,461

Van Wezel Schooltime
Performances 758

Students submitting artworks 801

Local Schools Submitting Art 41
Alta Vista Elementary School

Bay Haven Basics Plus

Bayshore High School
Booker High School

Booker Middle School
Braden River Middle School
Brookside Middle School

Cardinal Mooney High School

Congregation Ner Tamid (K-8)

Cranberry Elementary School

Englewood High School

Ephinany Cathedral School

Freedom Elementary School
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Fruitville Elementary School

Goldie Feldman Academy
Hailee Middle School

Janie Poe Afterschool Program

Laurel Nokomis School
Lee Magnet Middle School
Mclntosh Middle School

McNeal Elementary School

New Gate School
North Port High School

Out-of-Door Academy

Palmetto High School

Phoenix Academy

Pineview School
Port Charlotte High School

Riverview High School

Sarasota High School

Sarasota Middle School

Sarasota School for Arts & Sciences
Southeast High School

St. Martha® Catholic School

Suncoast School for Innovative Studies
The Gap School

Tillman Elementary School

Venice Elementary School

Venice High School

Vineland Elementary School

Willis Elementary School

Non-Local Schools Submitting Art 14

Corona Del Sol High School - Tempe, AZ
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Deckerville High School - Deckerville, Mi

Farragut Elementary School, Culver City, CA

Henderson International School - Henderson, NV

Northwood Elementary School - Irvine, CA

Olle Middle School - Houston, TX

PMAC 4th & 5th Grade School - St. Petersburg

Priscilla & Tiffany® Art School - Miami

SD Spady Elementary Montessori School - Boca Raton, FL

Shorecrest Preparatory School - St. Petersburg

Voorhees High School, Lebanon, NJ

Western Hills High School - Frankfort, KY

Xiamen Datong Elementary School — China (Sister City)

Youth Army Corps at Gulfcoast Museum of Art - Largo, FL
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2008 Survey Results

During the exhibit, visitors completed 866 surveys that asked about their

experience at the exhibit, the influence the exhibit had upon them as well
as their opinion as to the quality of the art. The following is an analysis of
the responses received:

| had a positive experience at the exhibit today.

Strongly Agree 90.8%
Somewhat Agree 7.9%
No Opinion 1.2%
Somewhat Disagree 0.0%
Disagree 1%

The exhibit favorably influenced my thoughts on the
importance of diversity in our community.

Strongly Agree 86.4%
Somewhat Agree 10.4%
No Opinion 3.1%
Somewhat Disagree 0.0%
Disagree 1%

How would you rate the quality of the art in the exhibit?

Excellent 85.9%
Very Good 12.2%
Average 1.8%
Below Average 0.0%
Poor 1%

Visitor comments are contained in the attached Appendix “B”.
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2008 Attendance Statistics

General Attendance

The exhibit and student attendance noted below are for the installment at
Sarasota’s Island Park only and the exhibit ran from March 30 to May 4,
though the billboards were up a few days prior to, and after, the opening
and closing days. The exhibit was also on display in North Port from May
5 to June 1.

Of those who surveyed, 49.8 percent are full time Sarasota County
residents. 52.8% were visitors as defined by the Tourist Development
Council.

The table below lists the hourly counts, by type of day (weekday or
weekend) and by time period. The usage assumption is 10 hours of park
usage per day. The estimated attendance would grow to 174,212 if 12
hours of usage were used. It is the city® busiest park; however, many of
the early and late attendees are regular walkers.

Average hourly attendance counts for 2008

Morning | Lunch | Afternoon | Evening Hourly Daily
Average 322 | 317 491 289 355 | 3195
weekday
Average 319 | 682 591 375 492 | 4,428
weekend

The following calculation first list special event counts that occurred during
the exhibit, then the estimates from the manual count. The Opening Day
number is an estimate from the City of Sarasota; the other events are
estimates from program staff. The calculation includes duplicated visitors
(for example, if someone came to the park every day for lunch, they are
included more than once).
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2008 Attendance Statistics for Island Park

Opening Day / Movie 3,000
25 weekdays at 9 hours 79,875
12 weekends at 9 hours 54,438
Students - Unduplicated 10,705
TOTAL 148,018

The methodology used to estimate attendance was manual counts at the
single point of entry using guidelines established in Hornback and Eagles
(1999). The sample was one hour increments in four time periods
(morning, lunch, afternoon, evening) over 30 days. For example, on
Monday, one hour in the morning was sampled, on Tuesday, lunch, and
so on so that time periods were spread over weekdays and weekends.
Reference: Hornback, K., & Eagles, P. (1999). Guidelines for public use
measurement and reporting at parks and protected areas.

Student Attendance / Education Program.

10,705 students visited the exhibit as a field trip, based upon the number
provided by teachers when they made bus reservations with program
planners. This number, however, does not reflect teachers who arranged
for their own transportation without advising or coordinating with project
staff. It is believed the actual numbers are higher than those reported
herein.

Charlotte County 763

Sarasota County 7,295
Manatee County 2,647
Film Festival students 4,461

Van Wezel Schooltime
Performances 758
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2008 Embracing Our Differences
Education Program Participants

School Students
Charlotte Technical Center 40
Alta Vista Elem. School 47
Anna Maria Elementary 75
Ashton Elementary School 160
Basahaw Elementary School 70
Bay Haven Elementary School 276
Bayshore Elementary School 229
Bayshore High School 17
Blackburn Elementary School 33
Booker High School 108
Booker Middle School 250
Braden River High School 140
Brentwood Elementary School 238
Brookside Middle School 150
Central High School 200
Cranberry Elementary School 70
Cyesis Program 40
Duette Elem. School 38
Emma E. Booker Elementary 100
Englewood Elementary School 165
Epiphany Cathedral School 34
Fruitville Elementary School 155
Glenallen Elementary School 86
Goldie Feldman Academy 284
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Gulf Gate School 57
Heron Creek Elementary School 195
Incarnation Catholic School 31
Infinity Middle School 30
Island Village Montessori School 75
Johnson Middle School 100
Julie Rohr Academy 29
Kinnan Elementary School 30
Lakeview Elementary School 18
Lakewood Ranch High School 40
Lamarque Elementary School 45
Lincoln Middle School 167
Manatee High School 100
Manatee School of the Arts 63
Mcintosh Middle School 10
McNeal Elementary School 86
Moody Elementary School 126
Murdock Middle School 30
Myakka City Elementary 52
North Port High School 500
Oak Park School 20
Oasis Middle School 56
Oneco Elementary School 190
Out of Door Academy 298
Palmetto Elementary School 28
Palmetto High School 80
Phillippi Shores Elementary School 60
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Phillippi Shores IB School 40
Phoenix Academy 97
Pine View School 450
Port Charlotte High School 50
Punta Gorda Middle School 324
Riverview High School 352
Robert E. Willis School 90
Sallie Jones Elementary School 33
Sara Scott Harllee Middle School 16
Sarasota High School 50
Sarasota Middle School 95
Sarasota Military Academy 220
Sarasota School of Arts & Science 779
Sarasota Suncoast Academy 114
SCTI 26
Southeast High School 225
Southside School 125
St. Joseph Catholic School 64
St. Martha Catholic School 168
St. Stephens Episcopal School 86
Student Leadership Academy 115
Tatum Ridge Elementary School 191
Taylor Ranch School 315
The GAP School 38
Tillman Elementary School 87
Toledo Blade Elementary School 322
Venice Elementary School 95
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Venice Middle School 176
Venice YMCA 30
Vineland Elementary School 286
Williams Elementary School 125
TOTAL 10,705
NOTE: The above attendance numbers do not include schools which did

not schedule their visits with Embracing Our Differences staff.
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2008 Education Program Evaluation

2008 saw Embracing Our Differences embark on a multi-year evaluation
of our education program. This study is being conducted by Shelley
Robertson, Ed.D. and Robertson Consulting Group, Inc. The initial
surveys provided an in-depth analysis of student impact using a pilot
group of students from four diverse schools (geography, demographics,
and age ranges).

Two-thirds of the students who participated from the pilot schools had not
been to the Embracing Our Differences exhibit in prior years; 14 percent
had been at least once in prior years.

Before particpating in the Embracing Our Differences education program,
61 percent of students demonstrated knowledge of how to evaluate visual
works of art; after the exhibit, that figure rose to 81 percent. Students
demonstrating knowledge of how to understand the perspective portrayed
in the artwork rose from 50 percent to 65 percent. Prior to the project, 56
percent of students knew what a bystander was, this rose to 76 percent
and knowledge of an ‘upstander’ rose from 38 percent to 66 percent.

Worksheets asked students to pick an artwork and a quote that
represented them, their family, their school, and their community and to
note why they chose that particular artwork and/or quote. When asked to
find artwork and quotes representing themselves, students focused on
accepting others and what type of person that they wanted to be. When
asked to find artwork and quotes representing their family, students
focused on the closeness of their family in artwork, but family behaviors in
guotes. Open-ended comments suggest that these are positive behaviors
that their family embraces. When asked to find artwork and quotes
representing their school, students identified a culture that supports
diversity and “being the change”. When asked to find artworks and quotes
representing their community, students chose art and quotes of what they
would like the community to be; open-ended comments (unlike in other
guestions) talked about “we should” and “we need to”.

All teachers reported that students continued to talk about the exhibit upon
their return. One teacher commented “[tlhey came back and talked about
it for a week, which is unusual. They talked about the different pieces and
there was just a blanket of kindness on the school. They thought about,
‘Am | that type of person?’ They were still referencing the exhibit several
weeks later.”

During October 2008, a follow-up survey of students from the pilot test
schools was conducted to determine the long-term impact on students.
To conduct the survey, each teacher who participated in the pilot test in
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the spring was contacted and his or her students surveyed. The results
were quite interesting.

Of the students responding, 56 percent remembered the artwork or quote
that they liked best. Reasons cited fell into four themes: peace among
people who are different, being yourself and not being perfect, aesthetic of
the art, and personal significance.

Forty-two percent of students had thought about the exhibit sometimes
since last spring, while another 14 percent had thought about it very often
or all the time. When asked what they thought about, there were several
common themes: the meaning of the work, enjoyment of the art, and the
contest.

Forty-five percent of students had done something differently because of
the exhibit. When asked what they did differently, comments fell into three
categories: spreading the word about Embracing Our Differences, talking
to others and being more friendly, and internalizing the message.

In summary, this first year evaluation indicated the program positively
impacted learning outcomes relating to both art appreciation and character
building (social studies). Students identified positive attitudes towards
diversity on an individual level. Students identified that their schools
promote positive attitudes towards diversity. Most — but not all - students
identified positive attitudes towards diversity in their families and in their
community.

A detail copy of the study is available for review.
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Appendix A: Origins of Art Submissions.

Art submissions were received from:

801 Student submissions grades K-12 representing 55 local
and national schools. Additional art was created; however,
many teachers chose to prejudge and submit only the best.

825 Adult submissions.

29 Submissions from different states.

30 Submissions from different countries including:
Armenia Pakistan
Australia Poland
Bangladesh Romania
Bulgaria Russia
Canada Scotland
China Serbia
Croatia Singapore
Czech Republic South Africa
England Spain
France The Netherlands
Germany Venezuela
Guatemala Wales
India United States
Japan
Kenya
Korea

Malaysia
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Appendix B: Comments from surveys.

The Appendix lists samples of comments from exhibit visitors. Due to the
large number of student visitors (10,705), only adult comments are
recorded. Student attitudes will be captured by a separate evaluation
conducted by Shelley Robertson, Ph.Ed. NOT ALL COMMENTS ARE
INCLUDED. Misspellings have been corrected for ease of comprehension.

Wonderful. Keep growing.

| thought it was great to raise awareness in an atmosphere like this.
| will definitely be back next year.

Awesome. Kids are so smart.

We come every year and love it.

Great. Thanks for doing this. It is an asset to our community.

Important. Touching. Inspiring.

This exhibit is very important for ALL to see and | am contacting my
daughter’s principal to participate next year.

The children’s art is especially moving this year.

Fabulous. Thank you. What a wonderful event for our community.

More “graphic” than “artistic” this year.

Amazing artwork, especially the student work.

Great to see the school children attending.

Great exhibit — best ever.

| hope to see more of this type of thing in Sarasota.

Beautifully done. Keep up the great work.

As an artist, | understand how much of an honor it is to be part of
this wonderful event.

A great project that shows a lot of planning and organization — very
impressive.

Inspiring exhibit.

Thank you for promoting this project. It is very important.

Children’s art was more meaningful than the adult art.

A most impressive exhibit.

A very worthwhile (on all counts — social, artistic & educational)
exhibit and endeavor.

Keep coming back!!!

Marvelous.

I've never been so interested in art before.

The exhibit and messages are better than ever.

A highlight if my weekend visit to Sarasota. (Arlington, VA visitor)

Wonderful show. Clearly upholds the stanbdrds of past years.

Meaningful and influential exhibit worthy of a national tour.

| am going to come back with my parents so they can see the
wonderful work.

* X

* % X % X

* 0% F X X X * X X

*

* %k ok Kk ok

* 0% % F X X * F



b R S

* % O X X X

Embracing Our Differences 2008 Statistical Survey

Each year the exhibit stimulates my thinking again.

Please keep the exhibit coming back to Sarasota. We need
to remind everyone.

Outstanding and thought provoking.

| have never been so amazed by art.

| would like to learn more to promote this type of program
elsewhere.

It is wonderful to see such a fascinating exhibit in a such a public
place.

Excellent exhibit to bring our children to.

| loved it.

| will come back with my family.

This is terrific. Thanks for doing something so important.

We came to Sarasota today specifically to see this exhibit after
seeing last year’s. (East Lyme, CT visitor)

A wonderful exhibit. Few words have greater power.

| have never been so amazed by art until today.

Another great exhibit.

Awesome. Keep doing it.

| wish this could be done in every city.

It inspired me to do more work on diversity in my middle school
class.

Very creative and spiritual medium — great insights — intellectual
and intuitive. Love abounds.
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